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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
Cultural Connection Grants 

Calendar Year 2027 

Purpose 

Youthworks believes communities thrive when young people and families have access to a rich network of 
programs, relationships, and opportunities. With support from the Reba Walker Trust, Youthworks is seeking 
proposals for projects that strengthen the cultural identities, cultural connections, leadership, and sense of 
belonging of youth in the Bismarck Mandan community. 

These grants are intended to help community organizations create or expand culturally grounded 
opportunities that respond to needs identified by young people. Youthworks welcomes proposals that build 
on the strengths, knowledge, traditions, and relationships already present in the community. 

Project Vision 

The primary goal of this funding is to help young people build strong cultural identities and meaningful 
connections to family, community, language, traditions, and trusted adults. The funding places a strong 
emphasis on Indigenous youth and also welcomes culturally responsive projects serving BIPOC youth ages 
10 through 17. 

Youthworks seeks flexible, youth-centered approaches, recognizing that one program model will not work 
for every young person. Projects should promote engagement, leadership, belonging, and well-being while 
honoring the multiple identities and experiences youth bring to their communities. 

Proposed activities may include family engagement, after-school or evening programming, mentoring, 
transportation, cultural practices, language learning, arts, recreation, connections with elders, community 
involvement, and other activities that advance the project vision. 

Funding Priorities 

Youthworks will give priority to proposals that: 

• Are led by BIPOC organizations, community leaders, or cultural practitioners. 
• Center youth voice in project design and implementation. 
• Create accessible opportunities for youth in Bismarck Mandan. 
• Build lasting relationships and culturally meaningful connections. 
• Use grant funds for direct, practical, and well-explained project costs. 
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Proposal Requirements 

Submit the complete application package as one PDF document in the following order: (1) the signed one-
page application form included with this RFP; (2) a program narrative addressing the Description of Need, 
Project Design, and Impact sections, not to exceed two pages; (3) the budget and budget narrative; and (4) a 
youth testimonial or letter of support. The application form, budget materials, and youth testimonial or letter 
of support are not included in the two-page narrative limit. 

Evaluation criterion Weight 

1  Description of Need 
What needs or opportunities related to culture, connection, leadership, or belonging are not 
being adequately addressed for youth in the community? Explain how youth voice, feedback, or 
lived experience informed your understanding of the need. 

20 percent 

2  Project Design 
Describe the proposed project, how it will operate, who it will serve, and how it will address the 
identified need. Explain how the project will support youth cultural identity and connection. 
Include the proposed activities, schedule, location, community partners, and plans for youth 
access and participation. 

35 percent 

3  Impact 
Select at least one protective factor or related outcome the project seeks to strengthen and 
explain how progress will be measured. Examples include self-esteem, family well-being, 
positive leisure and recreation, social skills, mental health and wellness, school engagement or 
attendance, positive relationships with elders, cultural knowledge, language learning, and 
participation in cultural traditions or rites of passage. 

10 percent 

4  Budget and Budget Narrative 
Provide a clear budget showing the amount requested and how grant funds will be used. 
Include a brief explanation of each expense and how it supports the proposed project. Costs 
should be reasonable and directly connected to project activities. 

10 percent 

5  Youth Involvement 
Describe how youth will participate in project planning, decision-making, delivery, and 
evaluation. Include either a youth testimonial for an existing project or a youth letter of support 
for a new project. The testimonial or letter should reflect a young person’s perspective on the 
proposed project and the need it addresses. 

25 percent 
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Funding and Project Period 

Youthworks expects to award a total of $25,000 across up to three grants for calendar year 2027. The 
number and size of awards will depend on the quality of proposals, project scope, and available funds. 
Youthworks intends to support more than one project when strong proposals are received. 

The project period will run from January 1 through December 31, 2027. Applicants may request funding for a 
new project, an expansion of an existing effort, or a defined component of an ongoing program. 

Submission Process and Award Information 

Email questions and completed proposals to Sara Eastman at seastman@youthworksnd.org. Submit the 
complete application as one PDF document and follow the page limits described in the Proposal 
Requirements section. 

Proposal deadline 5:00 p.m. Central Time on October 15, 2026 

Award notices On or before November 30, 2026 

Project period January 1 through December 31, 2027 

Youthworks’ Youth Action Board will score each proposal using the evaluation criteria above and will 
determine the grant awards. All applicants will receive notice of the Youth Action Board’s funding decision by 
email. 

Conditions of Award 

• Selected applicants will enter into a simple grant agreement with Youthworks. 
• Funds must be used for the activities and expenses described in the approved proposal and budget unless 

Youthworks approves a change in writing. 
• Award recipients will provide a brief final report describing activities, youth participation, outcomes, lessons 

learned, and use of funds. 
• Youthworks may request opportunities to learn from or highlight the project, with appropriate attention to 

youth privacy and consent. 

About Youthworks 

Youthworks is a nonprofit organization supporting youth and families in North Dakota and west central 
Minnesota. Youthworks’ mission is to help ensure all youth have a safe place to belong and be heard. Our 
vision is for youth to have the supports and relationships they need to thrive in communities that value their 
voice and expertise. 
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2027 CULTURAL CONNECTION GRANT APPLICATION 
Submit this completed one-page form as the first page of the application PDF 

Applicant organization   

Mailing address   
 

Project title   

Amount requested   

Primary grant contact 

Name and title   

Phone number   

Email address   

Mailing address if different   
 

Brief executive summary  Describe what the project encompasses and how grant funds will be used. Keep the summary 
to approximately 100 words. 

  
 
 
 
 

Authorized representative certification 
By signing below, I certify that I am authorized to submit this application on behalf of the applicant organization and that the 
information provided is accurate to the best of my knowledge. 

 
Authorized representative name and title 

 
Date 

 
Signature 

 
Date signed 
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